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REGIONAL ENFORCEMENT UNIT 

556. Mr B. URBAN to the Minister for Road Safety: 
I refer to the regional enforcement unit, which will help save lives on country roads, and claims by the member 
for Hillarys that it is being funded by the road trauma trust account. Are these claims correct; and, if not, when 
was the member for Hillarys told that these claims were not correct; and, for the benefit of the member for Hillarys, 
how is the regional enforcement unit being funded? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Darling Range for that question and for his commitment to policing and road safety in this 
state. As members know, he is a former police officer and he has a big commitment to and interest in these areas. 
He, unlike the member for Hillarys, generally gets his facts straight. 

The regional enforcement unit was announced as part of the budget when it was brought down on 7 September 
this year. It is a large commitment of some $18.5 million over four years. It will equip an extra 25 police officers—
three sergeants, 22 constables and six vehicles. It will be focused on regional roads and having fewer deaths and 
serious injuries on regional roads.  

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I could hear the member for Hillarys interjecting there. If he had looked at page 269 of 
budget paper No 2, he would have seen where it was being funded from, which was not from the road trauma trust 
account. He could also have looked at the Hansard of the estimates hearings that he participated in on 
20 September when he asked — 

Will those six vehicles be from the existing fleet or will they be additional to the existing fleet? 

… 

Is … this initiative in the regional enforcement unit being funded from the road trauma trust account or 
is it … 

Blah, blah. I clearly say — 

No. It is police budget; it is not road trauma trust account. 

But as we have learnt, neither the member for Scarborough nor the member for Hillarys let the truth get in the 
way. They make outrageous and incorrect claims not only in this house, but also put them in black and white in 
their press release. On 1 October, well after the budget had come down, more than a week after he had asked the 
question, in the presence, I note, of the member for Scarborough, who was also part of that estimates committee, 
and been told plainly that that money was not being funded out of the road trauma trust account, they jointly put 
out a press release on 1 October that states in part — 

“The Police Minister has already admitted the McGowan Government will tap the RTTA to fund its new 
WA Police regional enforcement unit and also that funding cuts will mean 300 000 fewer West Australian 
drivers are breath tested,” Mr Katsambanis said. 

We cannot believe anything he and the Acting Leader of the Opposition, the member for Scarborough, a former 
Minister for Police; Road Safety, say. If they had made the claim based just on the budget, we could say that maybe 
they are too lazy to read the budget papers and despite the fact they have had a couple of weeks, they still have not 
been able to work it out. But they sat there in budget estimates and asked the question directly: is that $18.5 million 
coming out of the road trauma trust account? I said, “No, it is not.” Then they put out this shoddy, shoddy work. 
I think someone told the member for Scarborough that if she were still at Mercedes, the nuns would have said, 
“Take this back and try again.” 
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